
LAKEWOODMUNICIPALCODE Section8600

CHAPTER6
WATERCONSERVATIONINLANDSCAPING

AddedbyOrd 9311
AmendedbyOrd 2009 9

8600 INTENTANDPURPOSES ThepurposeofthisChapter istoestablishstandardsandproceduresforthedesign
installation andmanagementofwaterconservinglandscapesinordertoutilizeavailableplantwater andlandresources
toavoidexcessivelandscapewaterdemandswhileensuringhighqualitylandscapedesign
8601 APPLICABILITY

A Theserequirementsshallbeapplicableto
1 Installationofnewandrehabilitatedlandscapingforindustrial commercial officeandinstitutional
developments parksandotherpublicrecreationalareas multi familyresidential PlannedDevelopment PD
commonareasandtoroadmediansandcorridorswithalandscapeareaequaltoorgreaterthan2500square
feet
2 Installationofnewlandscaping atsinglefamilydwellings whicharedeveloper installedwithalandscape
areaequaltoorgreaterthan2500squarefeet
3 Installationofnewlandscapingatsinglefamilydwellings whicharehomeownerinstalled witha
landscape areaequaltoorgreaterthan5000squarefeet

B Theserequirementsshallnot beapplicableto
1 Anyresidentialprojectwithalotsizeof7000squarefeetorless
2 Privateopenspace areasinmultiplefamilyresidentialdevelopments
3 Cemeteries
4 RegisteredHistoricalSites
5 Ecologicalrestorationprojectsthatdonotrequireapermanentirrigationsystem
6 Mined landreclamationprojectsthatdonotrequireapermanentirrigationsystem
7 Anyprojectutilizingreclaimedwater

8602 DEFINITIONS Unlessthecontextspecifically indicatesotherwise themeaningoftermsusedinthisChapter
shallbeasdefinedinthissection

A APPLIEDWATER Theportionofwatersuppliedbytheirrigationsystemtothelandscape
B AUTOMATICIRRIGATIONCONTROLLER Anautomatictimingdeviceusedtoremotelycontrol valves
that operate an irrigation system Automaticirrigation controllersschedule irrigationeventsusingeither
evapotranspiration weatherbased orsoilmoisturedata
C AUTOMATICIRRIGATIONSYSTEM Anirrigationsystemthatcanbecontrolledwithoutmanual
manipulationandwhichoperatesonapresetprogram
D CONTOUR Alinedrawnonaplanwhichconnectsallpointsofequalelevationaboveorbelow aknownor
assumedreferencepoint
E CONTROLVALVE Avalveinanirrigationsystemwhichismanuallyorautomaticallyactuatedusingelectric
orhydrauliccontrols
F CYCLE Thecompleteoperationofacontrollerstation
G DESIGNER Apersonqualifiedtodesignlandscapeandirrigationsystems includingonequalifiedtopractice
landscapearchitectureandorirrigationdesign
H DIRECTOR TheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment
I ESTIMATEDTOTALWATERUSE Thecalculationtodetermine thetotalwaterusedfor thelandscaped
areaincludingwaterfeatures Theestimatedtotalwateruseshallnotexceedthemaximumappliedwaterallowance
J ETADJUSTMENTFACTOR TheETadjustmentfactoris070 Itisappliedtothelocalevapotransporation
factor to adjustforplantfactors and irrigation efficiency the twofactors indeterminingtheamountofwater
requiredtomaintainalandscapearea
K GRADING Earthworkperformedtoalterthenaturalcontoursofanareatobeplanted
L HYDROZONE Aportionoftheplantingareahavingplantswithsimilarwaterneeds Ahydrozonemaybe
irrigatedornonirrigated
M INFILTRATIONRATE Therateofwaterentryintothesoilexpressedas adepthofwaterperunitoftime
eg inchesperhour
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N IRRIGATIONSYSTEM Acompleteconnectionofsystemcomponents includingthewaterdistribution
networkandthenecessaryirrigationequipmentdownstreamfromthebackflowpreventiondevice
O MAXIMUMAPPLIEDWATERALLOWANCE Theannualmaximumamountofwaterthatcanbeapplied
to a landscaped area Themaximumappliedwaterallowanceisbasedonlocalevapotranspiration theET
Adjustment Factorandthesize ofthelandscapearea
P PLANTFACTOR Theamountofwaterrequiredtomaintainthehealthoftheplant Lowwateruseplants
haveaplantfactorbetween0and03 moderatewateruseplantshaveaplantfactorbetween04and06 andhigh
wateruseplantshaveaplantfactorbetween07and 10
Q PLANTINGAREA Theparcelarealessbuildingpad s driveways patios deck s walkways and
parkingarea s Plantingareaincludeswaterbodies ie fountains ponds lakes andnaturalareas
R PLANTINGPLAN Aplanshowingthelocation spacing numbers containersizesofallplantmaterials
includingcommonandbotanicalnames
S RECLAIMEDWATER Atreatedorrecycledwastewaterofqualitysuitablefornonpotableusessuchas
landscapeirrigationandwater features notintendedforhumanconsumption
T REHABILITATEDLANDSCAPE Anyplantingareainwhichmorethan50percentoftheexistinglandscape
material isreplacedormodifiedfromoriginalplansasapprovedbytheCity whichisequaltoorgreaterthan2500
squarefeetandmeetstheprovisions inSection8601 Replacingandrehabilitatingirrigationsystemsonlyisnot
consideredrehabilitatedlandscapeprovidedthesameorequivalentpartsareusedinthereplacementandthereis
noincreaseintheestimatedtotalwateruse
U SPECIALLANDSCAPEAREA Anyareaofthelandscapededicatedsolelytoedibleplants waterfeatures
usingreclaimedwater andareasdedicatedtoactiveplaysuchasparks sportsfieldsgolfcoursesandanyotherarea
whereturfprovidesaplayingsurface
V STATION Anareaservedbyonevalveorbyasetofvalvesthatoperatesimultaneously
W TURF Agroundcoversurfaceofmowedgrass

8603 PROCEDURESFORIMPLEMENTATIONOFWATERCONSERVATIONLANDSCAPING
PROVISIONS TheCityCouncilshalladoptaresolutionwhichestablishes theprocedures fortheimplementationof
the provisionsherein TheCityshallmaketheprovisionshereinandtheproceduresofimplementationofthewater
conservationinlandscapingordinanceavailabletothepublic
8604 LANDSCAPEPLAN REQUIRED Landscapeplans shallbepreparedinaccordancewiththestandardsset
forthhereinandwiththeproceduresdevelopedtohelpimplementtheprovisionsofthischapter saidproceduresareon
fileintheofficeoftheDirectorofCommunityDevelopment Suchplansshallbesubmittedandapprovedpriortothe
issuanceofbuildingpermits tocomplywiththerequirementsofthisChapter
8605 LANDSCAPEPERMIT REQUIRED Apermitfortheinstallationofallnewandrehabilitatedlandscapeis
required Priortotheissuanceofthepermit aLandscapePlanApplicationshallbesubmittedandapprovedinaccordance
withthisChapter
8606 LANDSCAPEPLAN APPLICATION Priortotheissuanceofalandscapepermit aLandscapePlan
Applicationshallbesubmitted reviewedandapprovedinaccordancewiththisChapter ApplicationsforLandscapePlan
approvalshallbefiledbytheowneroftheaffectedpropertyorhisagent orbyapublicentitytowhichtheprovisionsof
theChapterapply AtthetimethelandscapeplansaresubmittedtheapplicantshallpayafeeinaccordancewithCity
CouncilResolution
8607 LANDSCAPEPLAN APPROVAL NoLandscapePlanApplication shallbeapprovedunlessthe Directorfinds
that the plancompliments thedesign of theproject isconsistent withthe provisionsofthis chapterandapplicable
landscapeprocedures compatiblewithadjacentexistingorfuturepubliclandscaped areas andwiththeelevationsand
appearanceswithexistingstructureslocateduponlotswithintheimmediatevicinityofthelotwhichisthesubjectofsuch
application
8608 LANDSCAPEPLAN CONTENT EachLandscapePlansubmittal requiresthe completionofa Landscape
Documentation Packageas outlinedinthe procedures andshallconsistofthe followingelementsincluding butnot
limitedtothefollowing

A WATEREFFICIENTLANDSCAPEWORKSHEET EachlandscapeplanshallincludeaWaterEfficient
LandscapeWorksheet whichshallincludecalculationsoftheprojects

1 MaximumAppliedWaterAllowance
2 EstimatedTotalWaterUse
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B PLANTINGPLAN Theplantingplanshallidentifylocation spacing numbers andcontainersizesofallplant
materials includingcommonandbotanicalnames plantfactor andsizeofhydrozoneareas Plantingplanshall
bedrawntoscaleonprojectbasesheetsinaclearandlegiblefashioninaccordancewiththeproceduresestablished
toimplementtheprovisionsofthisChapter
C IRRIGATIONPLAN Theirrigationplanshallidentifyallcomponentsoftheirrigationsystemdrawntoscale
onprojectbasesheetsinaclearandlegiblefashioninaccordancewiththeproceduresestablishedtoimplementthe
provisionsofthisChapter Irrigationsystemsshallbedesignedandmaintainedinamannerthatmeetsorexceeds
anaveragelandscapeirrigationefficiencyof071
D SOILSASSESSMENT Thelandscapeplanshallincludeanassessmentofthesoilswhichevaluatessoil
infiltrationrate soiltexture andagriculturalsuitability Projectsthatdonotrequiresignificantmassgradingshall
submit a soils assessmentwiththe LandscapePlan priortothe commencementofwork Projects thatrequire
significantmassgradingshallsubmitthesoilsassessmentwiththeCertificateofCompletion
E GRADINGDESIGNPLAN Gradingofaprojectsiteshallbedesigned tominimizesoilerosion runoffand
waterwaste Gradingplansshallbeprepared inaccordancewiththeproceduresestablishedtoimplementthe
provisionsofthisChapter
F ANNUALIRRIGATIONSCHEDULE Irrigationschedulesshallbedeveloped managed andevaluatedto
utilize the minimumamount ofwater requiredtomaintain planthealthandinaccordancewiththeprocedures
establishedtoimplement theprovisionsofthisChapter Theannual irrigation scheduleshallbepreparedwith a
minimumfourseasonwaterschedule Theirrigationscheduleshallincluderuntimeandfrequencyofirrigation
foreachstationandshallbepostedatthesite

8609 WATERFEATURES Decorativewaterfeaturessuchasponds andwaterfallsused inlandscapedareasshall
incorporatewaterrecirculationsystems andshallbedesignedandoperatedtominimizewaterloss andusereclaimed
water ifavailableandapproved bythe StateofCaliforniaDepartmentofPublicHealthandtheLosAngelesCounty
DepartmentofPublicHealth Recreationalpoolsandspasshallbedesignedtominimizewaterloss Allwaterfeatures
shallbeincludedintheproject sEstimatedTotalWaterUseinaccordancewiththeproceduresestablishedtoimplement
theprovisionsofthisChapter
8610 WATERMETERS Eachlandscapeirrigationsystemfornewdevelopmentsshallbemeteredforwateruse
separatelyfromdomesticandothernon landscapeuses exceptforsinglefamilyhomesoranyprojectwithalandscaped
areaoflessthan3000squarefeet
8611 RECLAIMEDWATER Theinstallationofaseparatewaterirrigationsystemsfromdomesticwatersupply dual
distributionsystems shallberequiredfornewdevelopmentstoallowforthecurrentandfutureuseofreclaimedwater
unlessduringtheplancheckprocessitisdetermined thatreclaimedwatermeetingallhealthstandardsisnotavailable
inthe foreseeablefuture Thereclaimedwaterirrigationsystemsshallbedesignatedandoperatedinaccordancewith
localandstatecodes
8612 STORMWATERMANAGEMENT Theuseofstormwaterbestmanagementpracticesintothelandscapeand
gradingdesignplans whichminimizerunoffandincreaseonsitewaterretentionandinfiltrationarestronglyencouraged
ApplicantsshallfollowstormwaterregulationspromulgatedbythecityandtheRegionalWaterQualityControlBoard
Landscapefeaturesthatcapturerainwatersuchasraingardensandcisternsareencouraged
8613 IRRIGATIONANDLANDSCAPEMAINTENANCE Landscapesshallbemaintainedtoensurewateruse
efficiency Aregular maintenanceschedule shallbepreparedinaccordancewiththeprocedures establishedtoimplement
theprovisionsofthisChapterandsubmittedwiththeCertificateofCompletion Thepropertyownershallpermanently
andcontinuously maintainall landscapingandirrigationinaneat cleanandhealthycondition includingremovalof
litter properpruning mowingoflawns weeding fertilizing andwatering andreplacementofdiseasedandordead
plants and repairof malfunctioning missing irrigation systemcomponents and maintenanceofsprinkler heads to
eliminate overspray AlllandscapeirrigationshallmeettheprovisionsoftheCityofLakewoodWaterConservation
OrdinanceSection75111oftheLakewoodMunicipalCode
8614 IRRIGATIONAUDIT IRRIGATIONSURVEYANDIRRIGATIONWATERUSEANALYSIS Acertified
landscapeirrigationauditorshallconductanirrigationauditinaccordancewiththeproceduresestablishedtoimplement
theprovisionsofthisChapter TheresultsoftheirrigationauditshallbesubmittedwiththeCertificateofCompletion
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8615 CERTIFICATEOFCOMPLETION Uponcompletionoftheinstallationofthelandscaping thedesignershall
certify that the landscape complies withall requirements of this Chapter Certificationshallbeaccomplishedby
completionofaCertificateofCompletiononaformapprovedbytheDirectorpriortofinalapproval Failuretosubmit
acompleteandaccurateCertificateofCompletionwilldelayfinalapprovaloftheprojectandorrequirethewaterutility
todiscontinuewaterservice
8616 RELATIVEWATERREQUIREMENTSOFCOMMONLYUSEDPLANTS TheDirectorshalldevelopand
maintain alistofplantsthatarecommonlyusedinlandscapedesignswithwaterrequirementclassificationsoflow
medium andhightoassist landscapedesigners tochoosespecies ofappropriatewaterdemandstocomplywiththis
Chapterandtogroupspeciesofsimilarwaterdemandstofacilitateefficientirrigation
8617 EXISTINGLANDSCAPES Landscapeareasinstalledprior toJanuary1 2010andareequalto orgreater than
one acreshall berequiredtoconductanirrigationwateruseaudit Suchwateruseanalysisshallbeconductedbythe
propertyowneruponwrittennotificationbytheCityorthewaterutilityservingtheproperty Alllandscapeauditsshall
beconductedbyacertifiedlandscape irrigationauditor
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